DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

the guest of the Duke's, and little had she thought
that within a few months it would be her painful
duty to address her host in such terms. But she had
no such complaints against her son-in-law, and when
next year Lord Beaconsfield consulted her about
appointing Lord Lome Governor General of Canada
she sanctioned the offer being made, though she
wished it to come from the Prime Minister and not
direct from herself. Possibly Princess Louise would
not like to be away from England for five years, and
that was a long parting for herself as well, but it
would be a great distinction for him and a " fine
independent position " for her. Lord Lome asked
for time to consider it and to get his wife's views
and then accepted it. ... He related a curious
story that before he had any inkling of what was
coming he had a clairvoyant vision of an interview
taking place between Lord Beaconsfield and himself
which was fulfilled down to small details when the
actual interview took place.

The Queen had thus two daughters left her in
England, Princess Christian, now the mother of four
children, and her inseparable companion Princess
Beatrice, who led the same withdrawn life as her
mother. Of all the Queen's daughters Princess
Christian was the best-known and the busiest. She
was not of the intellectual brilliance of her eldest
sister, but she had a genius for geniality and kind-
liness. Like her sister Alice she supported a hundred
charitable and industrial institutions and presided
at their committees with incomparable tact and